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: ving us liberty, for ten years, to take what coal we 
BEPORT ON THE COAL TRADE pleased, and to use what lumber we could find and 
APPENDIX. might need, on their tract of ten —— ae of 
Seens land; the only consideration exacted being—that we 
(Continued from page 272. ) should work the mines, and every year take to the city 
No. 17. a small quantity of coal—the coal to ream our oe. 
} The extremely favourable terms of the lease, to us, wi 
Wirxcessarne, Noy. 17, 1833. show how low the property was then estimated; how 
Samuel J. Packer, Esq. difficult a matter it was then deemed to bring the coal 


Dear Sir—Your favour of the 7th instant was duly re- | to market, and how great the obstacles to bring it into 

ceived, 1 avail myself of the first moment of leisure to | common use. 
give you ** some account of the discovery of the Mauch During the winter of 1813—’14, Mr. Robinson com- 
Chunk coal, and the measures devised, at an early day, | menced operations,by opening the mines, both at Room 
to bring it to Market.” A hunter first discovered the | run and on the mountain; but other more inviting ob- 
black earth that covers the coal, at the old mine at | jects presenting, he disposed of his part in the concern 
to William Hillhouse, of New Haven, Connecticut. 


Mauch Chunk, and reported the extraordinary appear- ‘ 
Mr. Cist then managed his own part of the business. 


ance to Jacob Weiss, Esq., an intelligent gentleman, ; 
who resided at I.ehighton, within ten or twelve miles | June 2d, 1814, Mr. Hillhouse and myself entered into 
of the spot. An examination was immediately made, | partnership,the management being left principally with 
end anthracite coal found within ten feet of the sur- | me. : 
face. The land being extremely rough and barren,| The situation of Mauch Chunk, in the midst of barren 
had not been appropriated, but was, forthwith, taken | mountains, and a sparse population, rendered it neces- 
out of the land office, by Mr. Weiss, and a company sary to obtain provisions, teams, miners, ark builders, 
formed, principally of public spirited citizens of Phila- | and other workmen, from a distance. 1 made immedi- 
ate arrangements to enter in business, and on the 8th 


delphia; the mine was partially opened, and some small ) 
June arrived at Lusanne,(fifty miles from Wilkesbarre 


parcels taken tothe city. The difficulty of kindling 
the coal, and the facility of obtaining that from Liver- | by the then travelled road,) with my hands, and took 
pool and Virginia, prevented its introduction into use; | up my very comfortable quarters with Mr.Klotz. 

On Tuesday the 9th of August, I being absent, and 


and this, with a hundred other projects of the day, 
there being a fresh in the river, Mr. Cist started off my 


slept--was forgotten by the public, and scarcely re- 
membered by the owners of the stuck. first ark, 65 feet long, 14 feet wide, with 24 tons of 
After twenty years repose, the subject was awaken- | coal—Jolin Roads, pilot—Abel Abbott, [see note 1,] 
ed by the late war. Jesse Fell, associate judge of Lu- | Daniel Blain, Jonathan Mott, Joseph Thomas, and John 
zerne county; one of the most public spirited and esti- | Thomas, on board as assistants. ‘The stream wild— 
mable citizens of Wyoming, after various experiments, | full of rocks, and the imperfect channel crooked; in 
had shown the practicability of burning anthracite coal | less than eighty rods from the place of starting, the ark 
in grates; and the article had been extensively used in | struck ona ledge, and broke a hole in her bow. The 
Wilkesbarre and the neighbouring towns, for several | lads stripped themselves neatly naked, to stop the rush 
years previous to the commencement of hostilities; and | of water with their clothes. At dusk they were at Eas- 
the value of it here was known and properly appre- | ton, fifty miles. On Wednesday morning they sailed 
ciated. Commerce being suspended with England,and | from Easton, Peter Hawk, pilot; Daniel Blain and Jo- 
the coasting trade interrupted by British cruisers, so | seph Thomas, assistants, Rhoads and the other bands 
that neither foreign nor Virginia coal could be procured, | returning; and at night the ark arrived at Black’s eddy. 
fuel of all sorts, and especially coal, for manufacturing | Thursday, 11th, went six miles below Trenton. Here 
purposes, rose in Philadelphia, to very high prices. Ja- | James Gedders,a new pilot, took her in charge, Hawk 
cob Cist, of Wilkesbarre, my intimate and much la- returning. Friday, 12th, arrived at Burlington—15th, 
mented friend, had derived from his father a few shares | to Ten Mile point—Sunday, 14th, arrived at the city at 
of the Lehigh Coal company’s stock. Sitting by a glow- | 8 A. M. —Monday, unloaded and delivered the coal to 
ing anthracite fire, one evening in his parlour, conver- | Messrs. Steelwaggon & Knight, selected by Mr. Cist, 
sation turned to the Lehigh coal, and we resolved to | as our agents. 
make an examination of the mines at Mauch Chunk, | Expenses of the passage, and hands down 


we 
_<<~<<<_easttt atte cattle 


and the Lehigh river, to satisfy ourselves whether it} and returning, $28 27 
would be practicable to convey coal from thence by | Wages, including three pilots, 47 50 
the stream to Philadelphia. Mr. Robinson, a mutual —_—_ 
friend, active asa man of business, united with us in | $75 77 


the enterprsie, Towards the close of 1813, we visited Ark, (cost high from inconvenience of 








Mauch Chunk—examined the mines—made all the en-/ _ building,) 130 00 
quiries suggested by prudence respecting the naviga- | Twenty-four tons coal, raising from mine, 24 00 
tion of the Lehigh, and made up our minds to hazard Hauling 9 miles to landing, at ~4 a ton, 

the experiment, if a sufficiently liberal arrangement | [see note 2, } 96 00 
could be made with the company. Our propositions | Loading into ark, 5 00 
were met with the utmost promptitude and liberality, 

by Godfrey Haga, the president, Mr. Wampole, secre- $330 77 
tary, and other members, A lease was obtained, gi- a 


Vou. XII. 35 





ers 


y 
: 


ee 


+ * : 
" ¥ ee Mee o 
oe ALE FREAD pe ees 


Pye 


> a 2, genni Lox Sig) ae nent a amat ee 


So 9G 
ee 


= - ~ z J 


ames 
eg ae ae 








274 REPORT ON THE COAL TRADE. [May 


Oe ————————————————eEEEEEESEEEEEaaaSSE————————— 


So, that, in the first experiment, the coal cost us about 
fourteen dollars a ton in the city. 

Ihave been somewhat minute in giving you these de 
tails, because this ark wasthe pioneer, and led off the 
coal trade by the Lehigh to Philadelphia, now so ex- 
tensive and important. This effort of ours might be re- 
garded as the acorn, from which has sprung the migh- 
ty oak of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation company. 

But while we pushed forward our labours at the 
mine—hauling coal—building arks, &c., we had the 
greater difficulty to overcome of inducing the public to 
use our coal when brought to their doors, much as it 
was needed. We published hand-bills in English and 
German, stating the mode of burning the coal, either in 

tes, smith’s fires, or in stoves. Numerous certificates 
were obtained and printed from blacksmiths and others, 
who had successfully used the anthracite. Mr. Cist 
formed a model ofa coal stove, and got a number cast. 
Together we went to several houses in the city, and 
prevailed on the masters to allow us to kindle fires of 
anthracite in their grates,erected to burn Liverpool coal. 
We attended at blacksmiths’ shops, and persuaded 
some to alter the Too-ron, so that they might burn the 
Lehigh coal; and we were sometimes obliged to bribe 
the journeymen to try the experiment fairly, so averse 
were they to learning the use of a new sort of fuel, so 
different from what thev had been accustomed to.— 
Great as were our united exertions, (and Mr. Cist, if 
they were meritorious, deserves the chief commenda- 
tion, ) necessity accomplished more for us than our own 
rs. Charcoal advanced in price, and was difficult 
tobe got. Manufacturers were forced to try the expe- 
riment of using the anthracite; and every day’s expe- 
rience convinced them, and those who witnessed the 
fires, of the great value of its coal. Josiah White,then 
engaged in some manufacture ofiron, with character- 
istic enterprise and spirit, brought the article into suc- 
cessful use in his works, and learned, as we have un- 
derstood, from purchases made of our agent, its incom- 
parable value. 

We sent down a considerable number of arks, three 
out of four of which stove and sunk by the way. Heavy 
however, as was the loss it was lessened by the sale, at 
moderate prices, of the cargoes, as they lay along the 








ee 


partners Messrs. Hauto and Hazard, he took measures 
to obtain posse-sion of those mines, and a charter for 
the Lehigh Navigation and Coal company. The rest is 
matter of public history. 

As one of the pioneers in the great work of introduc- 
ing the use of Anthracite coal into our cities and upon 
the sea board, I cannot but look back with pride and 
pleasure, upon the success which has followed and 
grown upon our humble exertions, a success infinitely 
beyond the utmost stretch of our imaginations, Judg- 
ing from what has been accomplished within the last 
ten years on the Lehigh, on the Schuylkill, and by the 
Hudson and Delaware Canal company, I do not ques- 
tion that, in less than ten years more, Anthracite coal 
from the Wyoming and Lackawanna valleys, will be in 

extensive use throughout the Genessee country, on the 
| lakes, at Detroit, Kingston, York, Montreal and Que- 


volunteered his services to see the ark through the 
rough water, and to whose spirit we were mainly in- 
debted for saving her from sinking when she stove on 
the rocks, is now justly raised by merit to the highly 
responsible station of superintendent of the Lehigh Na- 
vigation and Cval company’s extensive business at 
Mauch Chunk. 


Note 2.—The fact may not be uninteresting,that we 
were obliged to pay four dollars, and for much of the 
coal hauled, four dollars and fifty cents a ton, over an 
exceedingly rough road of nine miles, where now by 
rail way, it is transported for twenty-five cents a ton. 
Such are the triumphs of human industry and art! Such 

| is the difference between the first experimental steps 
| in a great undertaking, and the work perfected by ca- 
pital and skill. 
All which is respectfully submitted, by 
Dear sir, your friend and servant, 
CHARLES MINER. 


bec 
Note 1.—My friend, Mr. Abiel Abbott, who kindly 


' 


No. 18, 
| Extracts from the First Report of the Pottsville Board of 


Trade. 
So early as 1790, coal was known to abound in this 


shores, or in the bed of the Lehigh, to the smiths of | county; but, it being of a different quality from that 
Allentown, Bethlehem, and the country around, who | known to our smiths as bituminous coal, and being hard 
drew them away when the water became low. Wewere | of ignition, is was deemed useless, until about the year 


just learning that our arks were far too large, and the | 1795, when a blacksmith, named Whetstone, brought 


too heavy fur the stream, and were making prep- 
arations to build coal boats to carry eight or ten tons 
each, that would be connected together when they ar- 
rived at Easton. Much had been taught us by experi- 
ence, but ata heavy cost,by the operations of 1814—15 
Peace came, and found us in the midst of our enter- 
prise. Philadelphia was now opened to foreign com- 
merce and the coasting trade resumed. Liverpool and 
Richmond coal came in abundantly, and the hard-kind- 
ling anthracite fellto a price far below the cost of ship- 
ment. I need hardly add,the business was abandoned, 
leaving several hundred tons of coal at the pit’s mouth, 


| it into notice, by using it in his smithery. His success 
| induced several to dig for coal, and, when found, to at- 
| tempt the burning of it; but the difficulty was so great, 
that it did not succeed. 

About the year 1800, a Mr. William Morris, who 
owned a large tract of land in the neighborhood of Port 
Carbon,procured a quantity of coal, and took it to Phil- 
adelphia, but he was unable; with all his exertions, to 
bring it into notice; and abandoned all his plans, re- 
turned, and sold his lands to Mr. Pott, the late propri- 
|etor. From that time, to about the year 1808, no far- 
| ther efforts to use it were made. About the time, in 





and the most costly part of the work done to take out | cutting the tale race, for the Valley Forge on the 
some thousands of tons more. Our disappointment and | Schuylkill, they struck on a seam of coal, which induc- 
losses were met with the spirit of youth and enterprise. | ed David Berlin, a blacksmith in the neighbourhood, to 
We turned our attention to other branches of industry, | make trial of it; his success was complete, and from 
but on looking back on the ruins of our (not unworthy) | that period, it has been partially used. 

exertions, | have not ceased to hope and believe that the | In the year 1812, our fellow citizen Col. George 


— Navigation and Coal company, when prosperity Shoemaker, procured a quantity of coal, from a shaft 
8 


begin to reward them for their most valuable la- 

bors, would tender to us a fair compensation at least 

for the work done, and expenditures made which con- 
tributed directly to their advantage. 

I mentioned that Josiah White had used coal sent 


_sunk on a tract he had recently purchased on the Nor- 
| wegian, and now- owned by the North American Coal 
| company, and known as the Centreville mines. With 
this he loaded nine wagons, and proceeded to Philadel- 


| phia; much time was spent by him in endeavouring to 


eee me Sagacious, ardent, and of expanded views, | introduce it to notice, but all his efforts proved una- 
no mind in the city was more capable of seeing at a/ vailing. Those who deigned to try it, declared Col. 
glance, to what account the vast deposits of coal might | Shoemaker to be an imposter, for attempting to impose 


be turned. Perfecting an artificial navigation along a| stone on them for coal, and were clamorous against 
rapid river, was to him a familiar enterprise. With his! him. 
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Not discouraged by the sneers and sarcasms cast up- | a model, and may be termed the beginning from which 
on him, he persisted in the undertaking, and at last suc- all originated. 
ceeded, iu disposing of two loads, for the cost of trans: — 
portation—and the remaining seven he gave to persons | : : No. 19. 
who promised to try to use it, and lost all the coal and | Queries addressed to the Committee of the Conyngham 
charges. Convention, by the Senate Committee. 
Messrs. Mellon and Bishop, at the earnest solicitation | 1.—What is the extent of the coal region in the 
of Col. Shoemaker, were induced to make trial of it in | counties of Northampton and Luzerne, whose natural 
their rolling mil in Delaware county, and finding it to | market is by the Lehigh? 
answer fully the character given it by Colonel Shoe-| 2.—What number of mines has been opened, and has 
maker, noticed its usefulness in the Philadelphia pa- | it been satisfactorily ascertained that the quantity of 
pers; and from that period, we may date the triumph of | coal on the Lehigh, (exclusive of the Mauch Chunk 
reason, aided by perseverance, over prejudice. coal) is sufficient to justify the construction of canals or 
In the year 1813, several small openings were made | rail roads from the mines to the river? 
in different parts of the county, by sinking shafts; and| 3..—What has been the effect of the acts and opera- 
the coal, taken out, was vended to the smiths and others | tions of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation company upon 
in the neighborhood, at twenty-five cents per bushel, the enterprise and exertions of the owners of these coal 
or three dollars and fifty cents per ton, at the pit’s ; beds? 
mouth. These shafts were sunk but a few feet, in the 4 —Have the contemplated improvements,to connect 
crop of the vein; and the coal, raised by means of the | the Susquehanna with the Lehigh, been in your opi- 
common windlass and buckets, and so soon as they at- | nion, prevented or retarded by these acts? If so, state 
tained a depth where the water became troublesome, | fully the facts upon which that opinion is based. 
(which seldom exceeded thirty feet,) the shaft was| 5.—State generally the resources of the country bor- 
abandoned, and another sunk; and the same process un- | dering upon the Lehigh, and the probable effects of a 
dergone. free navigation of that river upon the future prosperity 
In the year 1823, an improvement was made in the | of the community at large. 
mode of working, by substituting horse power and the — 
gin, for a ene oo — b — they No, 20, 
were enabled to clear the water from t ts with ; . 
greater facility, and to sink farther on the veins. But, pipes of the reine . e vee “ peewee 
with this, (as it was then conceived great improvement) a = : mo al T — oo igh Nevignine 
they were only enabled to run down the vein for a short - ap Rees Soni ; 
distance, and the coal in point of comparison was infe- | To the Committee of the Senate of Pennsylvania, ap- 
rior, as experience has since taught, that the crop is not | pointed at the last session to investigate the state of the 
equal to the coal that is taken out lower, and when the | coal trade, &c. 
roof and floor have attained the regularity and hardness, | ‘The undersigned, a committee appointed by the citi- 
so necessary to ensure good coal. | zens of the valley of the Nescopeck, at a meeting held 
At the period alluded to, rail roads were unknown | in Conyngham, on the fourth of July last, beg leave to 
amongst us, and the mode of transporting was by com- | submit the following statement, in reply to the que- 
mon wagons, over roads at all times bad, and through a | ries proposed to them by the Senate committee. 
country, where, from its mountainous character, the | Before proceeding to answer the queries submitted to 
horse was able to’perform but litile, in comparison to | us, it may not be amiss to call the attention of the com- 
what can be done on a plain and level country. { mittee to a branch of the subject not specially alluded 
Yet, with all these difficulties the work was continued, | to, we mean the unconstitutionality of the law, under 
and the price attained, (owing to the heavy expense of | which the Lehigh Coal and Navigation, exercise their 
working) afforded but a scanty pittance tothe men «m__, powers and privileges. 
ie without in any manner, reimbursing the owner , _ In all governments, incorporations have hitherto been 
of the land for the loss of the timber, exclusive of the regarded with jealousy by the people, as institutions of 
impoverishing of his coal beds. ‘a dangerous tendency, and likely to produce unfavour- 
As far back as 1814,drifts had been run on the heads | able results upon the well-being of the community 
of veins, in several places, and the coal brought from | where they exist. 
them in wheelbarrows; but it was not until 1827, that | In England it is a settled rule of law, that no incor- 
the rail road was introduced into drifts,and from that pe- | poration can exist, except by act of parliament, the 
riod tothe present, drifis have been the universal mode. | king’s patent, or by prescription, which presupposes a 
Improvements have been making from that to the pre- | previous grant. In this country they are entirely the 
sent time, and it is believed they have attained that de- creatures of legislative enactment, and consequently 
of perfection, which has so long been desired, and | can exercise no power, but such as are specially grant- 
such, as to enable the miner to work on the best and ed by the act creating them. They take nothing by 
cheapest plan. ‘implication, nor dves the fact of their creation give 
The introduction of rail roads into this county forms | them any powers under the common law; and hence, no 
an important era in the history of this district, and de- rights can vest in them, but such as the Legislature may 
serves the attention of all who are engaged, or in any constitutionally transfer, 
manner interested in mining; as by their introduction, In England, where the doctrine of parliamentary 
those distant beds of coal, that a few years since were omnipotence is acknowledged, corporations are dissolv- 
believed to be too remote to admit of being worked, | ed, whenever their existence is found to be prejudicial 
but were held as a reserve for a future generation, and | to the interests of the country, and we find that in the 
were supposed to be unavailing, until all those beds | reign of Henry VIII. the monasteries were dissolved by 
lying on the canal were exhausted, and which are now | act of parliament, upon the ground of their being inju- 
brought into active use, and the whole region forming rious to the country. If then in England the question 
a district, averaging eighteen miles in length from east of expediency was made to bear upon this matter with 
to west, and in breadth from north to south, four miles such force surely in this country, where privileged or- 
is traversed or intersected by rail roads,and is rendered dersare opposed by the spirit of our constitution, the Le- 
capable of being worked. gislature would not hesitate for a moment, to repeal a 
Previous to the erection of any of the public rail | law which in its effect is oppresive upon a large portion 
roads, our enterprising fellow citizen, Abraham Pott, | of the citizens of Pennsylvania, and it is not saying too 
constructed a rail road from his mines east of Port Car- | much when we make the assertion, that our represen- 
bon to that place, making a half mile. ‘ihis served as‘ tatives are bound by every principal of patriotism to 
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which he has been unjustly deprived. 

The Lehigh Coal and Navigation company owes its 
existence, and its important powers and privileges to 
the acts of assembly, passed in 1818 and 1822, 
which acts, we believe, are probably unconstitutional, 
and such as the Legislature had no power to enact. Our 
reasons for this opinion are, 

First. It is not competent for any government, (nor 
is such power claimed at this day by the greatest des- 
potism in Europe) to take the property of any of its 
subjects and grant it to others, except for some great 
national purpose, and then only, by making ample com- 
pensation to the party injured. 

If this proposition is true in the despotic governments 
of the world, for a still stronger reason, the principle 
must prevail in republican Pennsylvania; and it is ex- 
pressed in the strongest language in the constitution of 
the United States, which declares ‘‘ that no state shall 
pass any law impairing contracts,”’ and ‘ private pro- 
perty shall not be taken for public use without just com- 
pensation;” and yet strange as it may seem, we find the 
Legislature in 1818,sanctioning a contrary doctrine, and 
in the face of the great charter of our liberties, wrest- 
ing from the citizen his private property, and transfer- 
ring it to three men, who certainly had no peculiar 
claims upon the bounty of the government above their 
fellow citizens, 

The Lehigh river isa public highway, and has been 
80, since its first discovery. It needed not the sanction 
of human laws to make it so; its claims to this character 
rested upon the immutable decrees of the Governor of 
the Universe. The whole world had an interest in its 
waters, and those whose lands joined it, had the use of 
ita waters, not only as a natural right, but by an ex- 

ress, or an implied grant from the state, which is to 

e found in every patent ever issued by the common- 
wealth. When they purchased their lands, they also 
purchased the water power found thereon, and had an 
undoubted right to the enjoyment of it, provided, the 
navigation of the river was not obstructed thereby, or 
the rights of their neighbours infringed. For this pro- 
perty the purchaser had paid the state a valuable con- 
sideration, and the faith of the government was pledg- 
ed to protect them in the full enjoyment of their acqui- 
sitions; yet after all this, they see with surprise and in- 
dignation, a weak and improvident Legislature seize 
their possessions, and hand them over unceremoniously 
to enrich the coffers of a legalised aristocracy. 

Had it been necesary for any great public benefit, 
that White, Hauto and Hazard,should become the own- 
ers of all the water power upon the Lehigh, it would 
have been some excuse for sucha measure. But the 
public interest did not require, that the constitution 
should be trampled upon, and the private rights of 
the citizen violated, in order to construct. the Lehigh 
eanal. The canal could be made without robbing one 
man to enrich another. But say the Lehigh company, 
the water power of the river was given to us, as pay- 
ment for making the canal. This cannot be true; be- 
cause the state gave the company the privilege of pay- 
ing itself for any moneys it might expend for that pur- 
pose, in the tolls upon tne canal, when it should be 
completed. But if this assertion is true, it would only 
show, that the Legislature had violated another funda- 
mental doctrine of our government.and an express pro- 
vision of our bill of rights which declares that ‘* taxes 
shall be equal;” if however property can be thus taken 
without legal assessment to construct public works, the 
burden of the measure is thrown upon a few for the 
benefit of all. . 

Second, The whole country had a qualified property 
in the waters of the Lehigh, and therefore the govern- 
ment had no authority to obstruct its free navigation. 
All might freely use it, and no power on earth could 
appropriate its advantages exclusively to itself. The 


LL tse n— =— 


Legislature could not have changed the course of its 
waters from the Delaware to the Susquehanna,and such 
an attempt would be considered as a high handed act 
of despotism, and a direct violation of the law of nations. 
Yet under the law of 1818 and 1822, the navigation of 
the river is effectually closed against all but the Lehigh 
coal and navigation company, and its consequences sre 
more prejudicial,to the public good than the case above 
stated could possibly be. In that case it is probable 
that as many would be benefitted by the change as if 
the river continued to flow into the Delaware, but as it 
now is, the natural navigation is destroyed, and the ca- 
nal ismade by the proscriptive policy of the company a 

mere appendage to their mining operations, and so far 
from its being a public highway as was probably intend- 
ed by the Legislature, it is avowedly but a private road, 
and only used for the purpose of passing the company’s 
coal to market, We say avowedly, because we are able 
to prove conclusively that the company charge their 
present proliibitory tolls on anthracite coal for the sole 
purpose of monopolising the trade and excluding the 
second coal field from competition with their own, 

Thirdly. The law of 1822 is unconstitutional, (if un. 

derstood according to the company’s construction ofit,) 
because it declares that the said company may ‘* pur- 
chase, have, hold, receive, possess, enjoy and retain to 
themseives and their successors, lands, tenements, here- 
ditaments, rents, goods, chattels and effects, of whatsoev- 
er kind, nature or quality, not exceeding in the whole 
ONE MILLION OF DOLLARS. 
* The construction given to this section of the law by 
the company if correct, (which we shall deny in its 
proper place,) would render it so palpably unjust and 
unequal in its operations upon the people, as would 
make it odious in the most despotic government in the 
world and in this country we trust it will meet with the 
steady opposition of every man who values the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty. By this law a privileged 
order is created who are completely without the opera- 
tion of the laws of the land. Under this section a com- 
pany of merchants and traders are organized, who are 
not personally responsible for their acts. Witha capital 
of onk mELLion they may control and monopolize the 
commerce of half the state. They can command the 
market to suit their views at all times. ‘hey cannot be 
indicted for their acts or punished for frauds in the 
most common affairs of life. The company have in fact 
but an ideal existence as to all moral purposes. With- 
out a soul or any thing tangible upon which moral obs 
ligation can rest, it is emphatically above all law, and 
although its agents might sometimes be made reponsible 
for their misdeeds, the company would stride like a 
collussus over the temple of justice, regardless alike of 
the laws of God, or the rights of man. 

Where we would ask the committee are we to look 
for a constitutional provision, which gives the Legisla- 
ture power to grant such privilege to a company of men 
who are only known by an impression of ornamental 
copperupon a piece of wax; and what would be said to 
an association of capitalists who should make an appli- 
cation for like powers at this day. We,apprehend they 
would be ridiculed from the Legislative halls as men 
demented, or treated with that seorn which belongs 
only to those who would build their fortunes upon the 
ruins of our republican institutions. 

The undersigned are not disposed to deny that the 
Legislature might lawfully pass any acts having for their 
object the improvement of the river Lehigh for the use 
of the public, but we deny that the act of 1818 and 1822, 
have in their practical application had this effect, on the 
contrary, they are but a shelter and protection to a few 
individuals in appropriating to their exclusive use and 
benefit the property of the public as wellas the proper- 
ty of individuals. The river Lehigh is not now a pub- 
lic highway, which every citizen may use, but only a 
private road from the Mauch Chunk coal mines to the 
Delaware river. If then the Legislature have power 
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to pass laws like those complained of, the citizens of | 


Pennsylvania have no protection above the boors of 
Germany, and are at the mercy of, and subject to the 
caprice of a despotic government, which may at its 
pleasure take from the citizen his property and divide 
it as the spoil of an enemy among those who happen to 
be more in favor. You must be satisfied, gentlemen, 
that no such power exists in Pennsylvania, and that the 
people when they framed the constitution, never dream- 
ed that any such should be exerted. What then is the 
constitutional pretext for taking private property for 
the use of corporations? There is no possible justifica- 
tion for such grants except that in the provision the 
work shall be constructed for public use. The letter 
and theory of the constitution unite in perfect harmony, 
in sustaining the great principle of doing justice to in- 
dividuals and at the same time promoting the general 


When the property of an individual is required for 
public benefits, the community, i. e. every individual 
who chooses shall have an equivalent for what he pays, 
the right of using the property so disposed of. Can 
any thing be more clear and undeniable. 

In applying these principles to the present case let 
it not be said that every individual who chooses may 
use the Lehigh canal, for if the toll demanded for the 
use of it be more than the value of his product after it 
has passed over, the right is not less a mockery of all 
the rights of the community than such a doctrine would 
be of the constitution. 

With the foregoing brief view of our constitutional 
objections we will proceed to answer your several que- 
ries, reserving the further consideration of this point to 
be resumed hereafter. 

We propose to consider your two first queries toge- 
ther.—1l and 2. The.coal region which must find its 
natural market by the Lehigh is of great extent, and 
may be safely set down as embracing an area of at least 
one hundred square miles. Its south eastern boundary 
is marked by the Red Shale formation at Spring moun- 
tain, and its northern and western limits are distinctly 
drawn by the Red Shale formation at the summit of 
Buck mountain. Its extent from northeast to southwest 
is about fifteen miles, and its breadth from southeast to 
northwest, from seven to eight miles. Beginning at its 
eastern extremity near the river Lehigh, you discover 
anthracite coal in great abundance, sufficient to warrant 
a rail road to the river. In pursuing a southwestern 
direction from this point, strong indication of the exis- 
tence of the mineral present themselves until you reach 
the Beaver meadow mines, which we believe you have 
examined for yourselves and it is therefore unnecessary 
for us to speak of its great extent. Coal is also believ- 


ed to exist in the immediate neighborhood of these | 


mines, and the formation is continued in the same direc- 
tion until you reach the lands of Jacob Alter, Esq. who 
has opened a mine, and his experiments show conclu- 
sively the existence of an immense body of coal at this 
place, which is unquestionably connected with the 
Beaver Meadow formation. This is probably the south 
corner of this extensive region unless it connect itself 
with the Schuylkill and Mahanoy deposits which is not 
improbable. 

From Alter’s mines, the same indications continue to 
present themselves in a westerly direction, until you 
reach the Black creek of the Nescopeck. Here, at the 
south base of Buck mountain a mine was opened some 
years since by Redmond Conyngham, Esq., who sent a 
few tons to the city of New York, with a view to excite 
the attention of that city to the feasibility of a plan to 
supply the inhabitants with fuel from thisregicn. The 
subsequent development at Carbondale, and the pro- 
scriptive policy of the Lehigh company cut off all pros- 
pect from that quarter, and the mine has not since been 
worked, From Conyngham’s bed you pursue the 
range in a northeasterly direction, until you reach Turn- 
bull’s mill, a short distance from Mr. Casper Horn’s on 
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the Berwick turnpike. This mine has been worked 
, several years, and the people of Nescopeck valley have 
derived their principal supply from thence. From our 
own personal knowledge of this mine, we have no hesi- 
tation in saying, that there is a sufficient quantity of coal 
_ to warrant the construction ofa rail road to the Lehigh, 
'and if the navigation was opened upon equitable princi- 
| ples, stock could be obtained for that purpose. 

| About halfa mile northeast of this point, Mr. Casper 
| Horn has recently made an opening and found coal, and 
| is now mining with success; it is of an excellent quality 
}and in great abundance. About two miles distant in the 
| same direction, near Hazel creek, another opening has 
| been lately made with like success, and from this point 
| to the place of beginning, strong evidences of coal are 

observable, 

You will observe gentlemen, that. the abode descrip- 
tion embraces only the outer portion of the region, and 
' within these lines we have not a doubt, but that a close- 
ly connected formation exists covering the whole area, 
It is worthy of remark that the region is distinctly 
bounded onthe northwest and southeast by the red 
shale formation, and not a vestige of it is to be found in 
the intermediate space, and when we add the fact, that 
every attempt to discover coal in this region has proved 
successful, we have the fullest assurance there is coal 
enough in this region to warrant the construction of rail 
roads and canals to an indefinite extent. 

The three following queries will next claim our at- 
tention: In answering these queries it will be necessary 
to inquire what have been these acts on the part of the 
company;.and in order to give you a full understanding 
of the subject, we shall be under the necessity of taking 
a brief view of the history of this company from its first 
organization to the present time. 

In the year 1818, the general assembly passed an act, 
entitled, “ An act to improve the navigation of the river 
} Lehigh.”’ By this act Messrs White, Hauto, and Hazard, 
under certain regulations were authorized to make cer- 
| tain improvements in the navigation of the river, and as 
‘a compensation for their expenditures, they were au- 
| thorized to charge tolls, &c. By thisactthey were not 

made a corporation, they had not even perpetual suc- 
cession, or a common seal, but were simply partners in 
trade by the terms of their association. They were in- 
dividually responsible for the obligations of the firm. 
Subsequent to this grant, this Firm, mortgaged or 
| pledged all their privileges in the navigation to a cer- 
| tain association in Philadelphia, called the Lehigh navi- 
gation company, and had also pledged the real estate 
of the firm to another association in that city, called the 
| Lehigh company. These two companies amalgamated, 
,and under an arrangement with White, Hauto, and 
Hazard, an application was made to the Legis!ature for 
an act ef incorporation, which was passed in 1822. By 
) this act all the privileges, which had been previously 
| eranted to White, Hauto, and Hazard were vested in 
these two associations, uncer their corporate name, viz: 
‘€ The Lehigh coal and navigation company,” and at the 
same time the property pledged as aforesaid was also 
vested in the said company. The senate committee will 
observe that this company took nothing in relation to 
the navigation, but what had been before granted to 
White, Hauto, and Hazard, by the act of 1818, They 
acquired nothing in addition to the priviliges of White, 
Hauto, and Hazard, except the stockholders were not 
individually responsible for the acts of the company, and 
such corporate powers as were specially granted them 
by the act aforesaid. By a careful examination of this 
act, it will be seen that the sole object of the Legisla- 
ture was to ‘*improve the navigation of the river Le- 
high,”” andin the language of the preamble to the law, 
it **was the manifest interest of the commonwealth to 
promote by all proper means an object so important to 
the state.’? This then was the cause, which moved the 
Legislature to grant this company certain privileges, one 
of which was, to assess tolls upon the navigation, asa 
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means whereby they might remunerate themselves for 
monies expended in the construction of their canal, and 
for this purpose alone was this privilege granted; and 
as to the company’s right to make a canal, the Legisla- 
ture only made them the mere trustees of the state in 
regard to its use. It could never have been the design 
of the general assembly to give this company the sole 
and exclusive use of the canal, but on the contrary the 
whole act proves beyond controversy, that it was intend- 
ed asa public highway for all the world, and to this end 
alone were all the provisions of the act directed, 

If this be the true construction of this law, we would 
respectfully ask the honorable committee, how the com- 
pany can be justified in their high-handed measure, 
hitherto pursued in relation to the tolls upon the canal, 
as we have before remarked. The canal is closed 
against all but the Lehigh company—the tolls are charg- 
ed not for revenue purposes, but as the company have 
often declared, for the purpose of preventing any coal 
going to market but their own—is not this a perversion 
of the design of the Legislature? Is the object of the 
law attained? Has not the consideration which induced 
the contract between the state and company completely 
failed? In vain has the property of individuals been 
wrested from them; in vain has the water of one of the 
finest streams of Pennsylvania been given away, if this 
company car thus violate every principle, which govern 
contracts between man and man; and in vain has the 
blood of our fathers been shed if such a trampling upon 
the rights of a community can be tolerated in Pennsyl- 
vania. ; 

Independent of the high tolls charged on anthracite 
coal, we would direct the committee to the examination 
of certain other acts of the company, which we believe 
are wholly unauthorized by law, among which, may be 
enumerated, the hih toll on lumber, the toll on empty 
boats, their building houses to rent, buying and selling 
goods, and dealing generally as merchants; charging 
toll on passengers, per capita, &c. &c. 

That it is unlawful to charge toll on empty boats, we 
need only refer to the law itself, and that they have 
Gone so is proved by their table of tolls and the confes- 
sion of the acting manager in his pamphlet addressed to 
the Senate committee last winter, in which he attempts 
to justify the measure by quoting the Schuylkill law, 
and saying, it is ‘‘ only neighbor like.” ‘The company 
will probably justify their acts in merchandising and 
building houses under the first section of the act of 1822, 


» before referred to. But we contend that this section 


must have reference to the subject matter of the law, 
and it was never intended by the Legislature to make 
the company, merchants or landlords, any further than 
was necessary to enable it to construct the canal. They 
could not have intended to permit to build up large 
towns and thereby control the community by means of 
their relation as landlord and tenants, and yet under 
this very section we find this company selling goods to 
the amount of thousands per annum, monopolizing the 
trade of the country to the total exclusion of individual 
traders, and we have proofs that the company have 
prohibited in their town of Mauch Chunk, the establish- 
ment of stores and all other branches of business in 
which whey were themselves engaged, and we are in- 
formed that apon this subject they were so cautious as 
to introduce restrictive clauses in the leases to their 
tenents whereby they were restrained from business 
without the special license of the company first had and 
obtained. 
We beg leave to state another fact connected with 
this branch of the subject, in which we apprehend the 
Commonwealth are largely interested. The company 
at one time (aboilt one year ago, ) prohibited their boats 
from taking in any back loading from Philadelphia to 
Easton, though they were permitted to do so at any 
point on their own canal, and one member of this com- 
mittee found the truth of the above assertion in the 
great inconvenience he suffered by the refusal of the 
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company to permit any boatmen to take in a quantity of 
plaister for him which he had purchased in Philadel- 
phia for the Nescopeck valley market. We will not say 
that the measure was dictated by a desire to keep the 
revenue of the Delaware division as low as possible or 
because they dealt in the article at their store in Mauch 
Chunk, but will leave it for your own investigation, 

Whether the prohibition is still continued we are not 
informed, Ifthese factsare true, and that they are so, 

we pledge ourselves to prove, it may be asked what 
effect has this system thus pursued by the company 
upon the public generally. We answer, 

First.—The contemplated improvements between 
the two rivers have hitherto been effectually prevented, 
because no man would be foolish enough to invest mone 
in canal or rail road stock while a company governe 
by sucha system held in their possession and under their 
sole control the outlet of the country to market. The 
owners of coal beds, could not work their mines because 
the onerous tolls would enhance the price of the com- 
modity in market so that it could not compete with the 
coal from the Schuylkill or the company’s coal from the 
Mauch Chunk mines. We need only to refer you to the 
Schuylkill to show what this country might have been 
had the company pursued a liberal policy and have 
made their canal a public highway according to the 
spirit and meaning of their contract with the Common- 
wealth. Another evil resulting to the state and espe- 
cially to the cily of Philadelphia by reason of this poli- 
cy is this: It is a fact within the knowledge of this com- 
mittee that the merchants of Wilkesbarre, have, and 
are deserting the Philadelphia market and have actual- 
ly made large purchases in the city of New York the 
present fall, because as they say they can send their 
goods cheaper and with much less embarrassment by 
the Hudson and Delaware canal and Carbondale, than 
by the Delware and Mauch Chunk canal. Is the state 
to look on quietly and see her own canal become worth- 
less, the trade departing from her metropolis on account 
of this withering policy? We trust not. We hope that 
there is sufficient intelligence in Pennsylvania to arrest 
the evil; and how shall it be done? Permit us to sug- 
gest a remedy. 

We stated in the outset that the law of 1822 and 1818 
was unconstitutional and we firmly believe so; our rea- 
sons are before you, and we trust they will be duly con- 
sidered, We also believe that the acts of the company 
amount to a forfeiture of their chartered powers and 
will bring them specially within the operation of the 
20th section of the act of 1818. We say then here is a 
remedy ample and full, let these acts be repealed, 
either for the “misuse and abuse” or on account of 
their unconstitutionality. And let a modified charter 
be granted in which the rights of all concerned shall be 
strictly guarded. If however, the legislature should 
deem it inexpedient to resort to such measures, we have 
another remedy which we think could meet with no 
reasonable objection. 

It certainly would not be unreasonable that the — 
company should pay the same toll on the Delaware di- 
vision which they charge others on their canal, it would 
only be measuring to them _— such mete as they 
measure unto others. Therefore if the tolls upon the 
Delaware were fixed at the same rate as upon the Le- 
high, it would be putting it upon the company to assess 
their own tolls on both canals, and if their rates were 
low, so would be the Delaware; if high ‘* the sin would 
lay at their own door.”? Letit not be said that the com- 
pany would take the bed of the river in that case; they 
can not do it, and beside the state has the control of the 
outlet at Easton and might use it effectually in the as- 
sessment of such tollsas would make it a matter of 
choice to pursue the canal to Bristol. 

And now gentlemen permit us to ask your attention 
to our answer to your 5th query. Independent of the 
inexhaustible coal mines, the pine forests bordering upon 
the Lehigh might be made the source of wealth which 
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benefit. A free navigation of the | plaister or merchandize to be sent on the company’s 
lene Apert the owners of these vie to turn } wharf in Philadelphia, to be loaded into boats, seit was 
them into fruitful fields, thousand of acres would be re-| found to interfere too much with their coal business, 
claimed from its present unproductive state, and where ; advised him to apply for the use of E. Haine’s (the ad- 
now is only heard the howl of the wolf and the screach | joining) wharf which he obtained, and actually sent his 
of the panther, busy towns, and cultivated farms would | merchandize from there in the company’s boats. We re- 
soon be seen to spring up, sustaining an active and in- | fer to our ** printed regulations for boating coal” which 
dustrious population. By a free navigation of the Le-| you will receive herewith to show, that the company 
high, the rapid settlement of the whole country from | could not refuse to take back freight as that is specially 
the Schuylkill county line to the Easton and Wilkes- provided for in the first article, which says ‘* the boats, 
barre turnpike would be ensured, the trade of all north-| during the contract are to be confined exclusively to 
ern Pennsylvania would be secured to the city of Phila- | the business of the company except for buck freights,” 
delphia. ‘The Nescopeck canal would be made, there- | and by the third article of the contract the back freight 
by opening a direct water communication to western | is not to interrupt the regular trips of the boats.” 
New York, Ohio and Michigan. A home market for| The company have been accused of monopolizing, 
the surplus production of the Susquehanna valley would and not permitting any person to keep store at Mauch 
be found at the distance of twenty miles, in the Buck | Chunk, of building houses to rent, of buying and selling 
Mountain and Beaver Meadow coal region. ‘These are | goods as merchants, &c. The factsare these: Previous 
a few of the benefits to be derived from a free naviga-| to the company making their establishment at Mauch 
tion of the river Lehigh, and if some measures are not | Chunk, a number of abortive attempts had been made 
taken to remove the evil complained of, it needs not the | to improve the navigation of the Lehigh, under various 
spirit of prophecy to foretell that in a few short years, | laws of the commonwealth. The undertaking of the 
Philadelphia will find herself deprived of the trade of | company was expected to share the same fate, and even 
all northern Pennsylvania; she will find herself at the | after the Lehigh navigation was completed, the Dela- 
mercy of an incorporated company for her supply of | ware canal was looked upon asa failure. Under these 
fuel, the price of which may be raised upon her citizens | circumstances, nobody would purchase lots in the wil- 
at pleasure. This country so rich in mineral wealth will | derness, as the town of Mauch Chunk then was; the 
continue to be a wilderness, the state canal from Easton | hands employed by the company must have houses to 
to Bristol may or may not derive a small revenue from | live in, and there was no alternative, but for the compa- 
the Mauch Chunk monopoly, and finally if this incubus | ny to build them and make the house a part of the wa- 
is not dislodged from its present position we may anti-} ges of the men ata stipulated price or rent. So with 
cipate at no distant day that the political influence it | the store, which it became necessary for the company to 
will be able to exercise by means of its wealth and | establish, in order that the hands might be supplied 
situation may prove destructive to our liberties. with necessary articles at fair prices, without being sub- 
We ask then from the Legislature a candid and | jected to the expense of going from four to six miles to 
thorough investigation of this subject. We ask it asa} the stores inthe country. But, no obligation was ever 
matter of right—we ask it of the Legislature as the } imposed upon the hands to purchase at the company’s 
wenn of our rights and as the representatives ofa free | store. In the ee or a Sonpeny were obliged 
people. to build shops and furnish the tools, necessary for the 
With great respect, we are gentlemen, manufacture of every thing required by their business, 
Your very humble servants, | and employ workmen by the month, or send eighty 
J. A. GORDON, miles to Philadelphia for every thing they wanted. But, 
N. BEACH, upon the Delaware canal being proved to form with the 
J. DRUMHELLER, Lehigh canal a practicable connection between Mauch 
M. S. BRUNDAGE, Chunk and tide, the ane one became en- 
A. B, WILSON, tirely changed; there was then no difficulty in findin 
Conyngham, Noy, 25, 1833. sidlessamete lots, and houses, stores and ee = 
—_ sides various manufactories have been established there 
No. 21. by individuals on lots, purchased by them free from all 
Extracts from the answers of the Lehigh Coal and | restr 2 ae eo eee § eae = 
aad ou will receive herewith will confirm this representa- 
Maargnpen Company. Siok by the advertisement of town lots for sale S Mauch 
Chunk, and the advertisements of the various store- 
keepers, mechanics, tavernkeepers, &c. located there 
ries of the committee of Senate, now beg leave to add, ane this change. The company, by being surrounded 
that they understand the opponents of the company | by civilization, were enabled to relinquish all the vari- 
from the Conyngham convention, propose to make their | ous operations, which they were obliged in the wilder- 
replies to the queries of the Senate committee, the | ness state to carry on, and now have every thing done 
vehicle to bear their oft refuted charges against the | on contract by individuals as in other towns. 
company, to the new members of the Legislature. The The Mauch Chunk newspapers willalso give a list of 
company regret, that their opponents should take this | tolls established on the Lehigh, which on the average 
unfair course after avoiding the meeting, which they | will be found as low, or perhaps lower than those of 
themselves requested of your committee, for the special | any other canal, made by an incorporated company. 
purpose of ‘hearing charges against the Lehigh com- | This toll list will conclusively show that Philadelphia is 
ny.” Had they kept the appointment, it would have | not losing the trade of the Wyoming valley in conse- 
een easy for the company to have refuted all their quence of “ exorbitgnt tolls,” as has been charged 
charges, asat Mauch Chunk they had all the necessary | against the company, though it would have been nearer 
documents for the purpose. They must now advert, | the truth had that result been placed to account of haul- 
by antici ation, to such charges as they suppose will be | ing nearly double the distance, over a rough mountain- 
prefe against them, that the ‘*bane and antidote” | ous turnpike from the Lehigh to Wilkesbarre, that is 
my apm ae 2 te travelled on a descending road from Carbondale to the 
ous Charge was made that the company refus- | same point. 
ed to permit Jacob Drumheller to send _ his aubhe by Bur the main difficulty is the “enormous toll” as our 
their boats. He was told, in reply to his application, opponents style it, on coal. The company have no 
that the company had no authority over the boats for | doubt charged a higher rate on this article than has usu- 
back loads, that he must make his bargain with the bout- | ally been charged for the same distance on other canals, 
men, for the freight, that the company could not admit ! but it will be recollected, that coal is the on/y article to 


The Lehigh coal and navigation company, having 
given as full answers as was in their power to the que- 
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be calculated upon for revenue on the Lehigh,whereas, 


other canals are favored with all the different kinds of 
agricultural and manufactured products in addition to 


coal. 
The tolls on coal, however, were always fixed so low, 


that coal could be taken to market by the Lehigh as 


low as by any other route, and ata less rate of toll than 
was actually paid by the company themselves on the 
coal which they sent down, in the amount of interest on 
the cost of the navigation. ‘To show that coal could be 
taken to Philadelphia by the Lehigh to a handsome 
profit, even when the toll was twenty-nine cents, and 


four mills higher than it is at present,we beg leave to refer 


you to Hazard’s register for April 1828, bottom of page 
249, for the estimate of the cost of coal, given by the pre- 


sident and managers of the Beaver meadow rail road 


and coal company to their respective stockholders, and 
this evidence cannot be suspected of giving a result too 
favorable to the Lehigh company. The result is that 
by their own statement, coal can be taken from the 
Beaver meadows to Philadelphia, for three dollars and 
thirty cents, including the toll on the Lehigh,and thirty 


MR. LESLEY’S CASE. 


In the House of Representatives, on Saturday, the 
29\h March, Mry Irish from the committee appointed 
to examine into the conduct of the persons employed 
as superintendents, supervisors, engineers, &c, on the 

Pennsylvania canals, made Report, viz: 

In discharge of the duty imposed by the foregoing 
resolutions, James Lester, Esq. Cashier of the office 
of discount and deposite of the Bank of Pennsylvania, 
‘n Harrisburgh was called as a witness, and having been 
sworn according to law, on the 14th March inst. de- 
posed as follows: 

‘*That when a superintendent, or other canal agent 
came to the Office of Discount and Deposite, in Harris- 
burgh, to draw money, on drafts, out of said office, I 
thought it right to pay the expenses of such superin- 
tendent, or agent, in coming to Harrisburgh. On one 
occasion, about fifteen or twenty months ago, after I 

| had so paid the expenses of William F. Packer, super- 
| intendent of the Lycoming line of West Branch Divi- 
‘sion of the Pennsylvania canal, he exchanged fifteen 


cents for contingencies, while at that time the price of | ‘tousand dollars, (part of the sum drawn out of the 
coal in Philadelphia was from five dollars to six dol- | office aforesaid, ) with the bank of Middletown, for the 


lars and fifty cents per ton. Here then, is a complete 
refutation of the charges so often made, ‘‘ that the Le- 
high is not a public highway, because the tolls on it 
amount to more than the value of the articles when ar- 
rived at market,” and “that the tolls were charged 
not for revenue, but, as the company have declared” 
(so our opponents say, but which we deny) ‘for the 


purpose of preventing all coal going to market but | 


their own.” 

The fact is, the Lehigh toll on coal is not half as 
much per ton per mile as is charged on the Delaware 
and Chesapeake canal, and not half what the act of in- 
corporation of the Lehigh company authorizes to be 
charged. The toll on lumber is lower than on the state 
canals. 

Charging toll on “empty boats” has also been con- 
sidered a violation of our charter. By referring to the 
seventh section of the ‘‘act to improve the navigation of 
the river Lehigh” passed 20th March, 1818, it will be 
seen that the boat is to be marked with the tonnage she 
** is capable of carrying” and shall be permitted to pass 
on the said navigation for the price to which the num- 
ber of tons so marked on her shall amount agreeably to 


is full authority for charging fud/ toll, whether the boat 
is loaded or empty, but no advantage has ever been ta- 
ken of this, as will be seen by the toll list. No toll is 
charged on the boat, when she has a full cargo on the 
Lehigh, though on the Pennsylvania canal the same 
toll is charged on the boat, whether loaded or empty. 
There is no charge of toll on passengers ‘‘per capita” 
nor in any other way. The toll ison passenger boals, 
and within their tonnage. The charter of the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation company has been said to be un- 
constitutional, and the Legislature has been asked to 
repeal it on that account. If this charter be unconsti- 
tutional, every other charter to turnpike companies, 
navigation companies, rail road companies, banks, &c. 
is precisely in the same predicament, and must share 
the same fate. The Lehigh Coal and Navigation com- 
pany, however, believe their charter to be perfectly 
consistent with the constitution, but they do with all 
deference submit, that the courts of law are the pro- 
per tribunals for the determination of this question. All 
these and other charges against the company were pro- 
secuted with their fullest force before the committee 
of the Senate, to whom the subject was referred, for 
the whole of the last session, and at its close the chair- 
man ofthat committee now deceased,as you will all recol- 
lect, declared upon the floor of the Senate, that no proof 


had been adduced that the company had in any way | 





notes of the said bank, whicly he paid out along the 
'line of the canal. I heard of this, and mentioned it to 
| one of the canal commissioners who disapproved it.— 
| Mr. Packer came down to this place soon after and 
_the amount I had paid for his expenses, was returned 
tome, When a canal agent did not call at the office 
| for the sums required for disbursement on his line, I 
sent an agent of the office with the money, to the 
| points where it was wanted—whose expenses of course 

the office bore.” 

Mr. Lesley here declined testifying further. He was 
requested to retire,that the committee might deliberate 
upon this new and unlooked for occurrence. On the 
26th of March, the witness was again called and said: 


* IT have already given to the committee all the infor- 
mation I can, as a man of honour; without meaning any 
disrespect to the committee I am compelled to say, 
that I cannot, and will not disc'ose confidential corres- 
pondence, let the consequences to myself, be what it 
may.” 

Immediately after Mr. Lesley was asked by a mem- 
ber of the committee, Mr. Brodhead. —Do you know 


1 , whether any other agents of the commonwealth or of 
the rates perton hereinafter established.” Now here | 


the canal commissioners, have been engaged in a simi- 


_lar transaction, with that mentioned by you, as having 
| been done by Mr. Packer, when last before the com- 


| mittee. J allude to exchanging money with any of the 
| banks? 


Answer by Mr, Lesley.—**The only instance which 
I know of any of our notes being exchanged was that 
which I mentioned as having been done by Mr. Packer, 


Question by Mr, Sitrohm.—Do you know whether 
any money drawn from the Treasury, or from any of 
the banks, or Treasury drafts by any of the public 
agents, was afterwards exchanged by those agents for 
any other bank paper, previous to its being paid out on 
the public works? 

Answer.—*1 do not know.” 


The following question was then put to the witness, 
by Mr. Brodhead, one of the committee: 


Do you know, whether any engineer, superinten- 
dent, supervisor, or any other person or persons, hold- 
ing appointments under them, have been, or are now, 
interested, in contracts, on any of the public works, or 


| whether any of the public moneys have been used by 


any of the public agents, now in office, for purposes, 
other than those authorized by law? 


To which Mr. Lesley replied in writing. 
“[ have already given all the testimony which I can 


exceeded the privileges granted them by their charter. | give, as a man of honour. Without meaning disre- 


(To be continued. ) 


| Spect to any member of this committee, Iam compell 
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ed to say, that I cannot, and will not betray confidential 
correspondence, be the consequence to mys«lf, what 
it may. J. LESLEY. 

Mr. Lesley stated further, that he feared no implica- 
tion, or crimination, but refused to answer, on the 

round stated inhis written reply, singly; and on the 
28th of March, transmitted to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, a letter in the following words: 

‘Dear Sir,~Permit me respectfully to request of you, 
that in reporting to the House my conduct before the 
Committee of Investigation, you will state, that I de- 
clined answering, not from fear of implicating my char- 
acter, in any way; nor yet from favour, affection, or 
friendship to any one concerned. I decline solely, be- 
cause I entertain the conscientious belief, that 1 have 
not a moral right to reveal facts communicated in confi- 
dential correspondence, which | myself commenced. 

Lam very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
JAMES LESLEY. 


J. Intsa, Esq. 

Chairman of the Committee of Investigation.” 

The committee were unanimously of opinion that the 
witness was bound to answer all questions proper or 
pertinent, to the matters submitted to this inquiry— 
and that he is compellable, and to be compelled to an- 
swer them, 

Under the c rcumstances, however, the committee 
believed the duty they owed the State and the House 
would be best performed by making report to the 
house, and asking its direction and aid in the particular 
matter, 

On Wednesday, Mr. Crawford; of Franklin, from the 
committee on the Judiciary System, to whom was re- 
ferred the report of the committee, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms of this House 
be and he is hereby directed, to t:ke into custody 
James Lesley, of the borough of Harrisburgh, and bring 
him to the bar of this House, to answer for a contempt 
committed against this House,in refusing when examin 
ed as a witness, to answer questions putto him by said 
committee, 

On the question upon the final pass»ge of this reso- 
lution, the yeas and nays were called and stood yeas 
68, nays 18, 

After the adoption of the resolution, a motion was 
made to suspend the issuing of process against Mr. 
Lesley, until Thursday morning; which was agreed 
to. 

On Thursday morning, the Sergeant. at-arms brought 
Mr. Lesley betore the bar of the House, in compliance 
with a mandate issued by the Speaker, when Mr. Alex- 
der moved that the same question which he refused to 
answer before the committee, be now propounded to 
him by the speaker. Mr. Lacock made some remarks 
and referred toa case that occurred before Congress 
in_1812, where a witness was punished for contumacy, 
and closed by approving of the motion made by Mr, 
Alexander. The special report of the committee was 
then read on motion of Mr. Brodhead, «fter which the 
Speaker propounded the question as moved by Mr. 
Alexander, which is as follows, viz. 

“Do you know, whether any engineer, superinten- 
dent, supervisor, or other person or persons, holding 
appointments under them, have been, or are now inter- 
ested in contracts on any of tle public works, or whe- 
ther any of the public moneys have been used by any 
of the public agents now in office, for purposes other 
than those authorized by law?” 


To this question, Mr. Lesley, made the following 
answer, in writing, viz: 

oy stated on my examination that I had no disposition 
to treat with contempt any member of the committee, 
and I repeat the declaration here, that I do not now in- 
yend to treat any member of this House, or the House 


tself wtih contempt. In declining to answer before 
Vou XIII, 36 



























the committee I was influenced by conscientious mo- 
tives, and those motives still operate upon me with the 
sume force. I regret extremely the unexpected and 
painful situation in which I aim placed, but 1 must still 
decline answering the question propounded, I hope 
the House will accept this explanation and discharge 
me from custody.” 


Signed, ‘“‘} AMESLESLEY.” 


Mr. Alexander then moved that Mr. Lesley be com- 
mitted to the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms, until 
the further order of the House which was agreed to, 
Mr. A, then offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, viz. 

‘‘James Lesley hasing been brought before the 
House of Representatives, by the Sergeant at-arms, on 
a warrant issued against him for acontempt; and it ap- 
pearing from the testimony offered and accepted to 
sustain the charge against him, and from his answer be- 
fore the House, that there was no intention on his part, 
to resist the due execution of the laws, but that he was 
actuated s:lely bya principle of honour, magnanimous 
in its conception, but mistaken in abstract legal con- 
templation; and as the majesty of the laws and the dig- 
nity of the House of Representatives have been fully 
vindicated and sustained, therefore, 


Resolved, That the said James Lesley, be forthwith 
discharged from custody.” 
On the question upon the passage of this resolution, 
a long debate ensued, upon the powers of the House, 
the rights of individuals, the necessity of oe 
opinions of honour yielding before the common obliga- 
tions all citizens are under to the public, &c. It was 
alleged by some, that inasmuch as the answer of Mr, 
| Lesley might implicate the canal commissioners, whom 
the house had clearly a right to impeach, there was no 
doubt as to the power of compelling him to answer the 
question proposed. A motion was then made that Mr, 
| L. have permission to make further answer, upon 


which he was again brought before the bar of the House 
and added the following in writing, viz. 


| 


‘Nothing that I could have stated in my examination 

| before the committee or here would have implicated 

the canal commissioners,” 
Signed, ‘JAMES LESLEY.” 

Th's was not deemed sufficient to take from the 
house the right of continuing Mr. Lesley in custody 
until he should answer as required, as there could be 
no doubt of the right to inquire into the canal system 
generally, with which the reply to the question pro- 
prosed, was connected. Upon the passage of the re- 
solution offered by Mr. Alexander, the Yeas were 
Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Cocklin, Dunlop. 
Goodman, Harper,Holcomb, Keating,Kerr, of Alleghe- 
ny, Mather, M’Elwee, Patterson of Armstrong, Robin- 
son, Snyder of Berks, Snyder of York, Stacey, Thomp- 
son, Wallace, Wiegand of Philadelphia, —19. 

Nays.— Messrs. Alison, Ayers, Banks, Barclay, Barn- 
hart, Barrett, Bennet, Bertels, Bispham, Brodhead, 
Clarke of Huntingdon, Clarke of Beaver, Cromwell, 
Connelly, Crawford of Franklin, Crawford of Lycom- 
ing, Daniel, Donnell, Eneix, Fornance, Frailey, Grim, 
Gross, Harvey, Heston, Hilands, Hipple, Hoffman, 
Irish; Jackson, Johnston, Jones of Susquehanna, Kerr 
of Butler, Kline of Berks, Kline of Columbia; La- 
cock, Love, Maclay, Mathiot, M’Cleane, M’Clelland 
of Fayette, M’Creery, M’Keehan, Miller, Moorhead, 
Norris, Noble, Patterson of Lancaster, Paynter, Piatt, 
Rambo, Rankin, Rheiner, Shaffner, Sharon, Schoener, 
Smith of Bradford, Smith of Chester, Stephen, Stokes, 
Strohm, Tyson, Walker, Weida; Weygand of North- 
ampton, Westbrook, Will, Worthington,and Patterson, 
Speaker.— 69. 

Mr. Lesley, therefore remains in custody to the 
Sergeant-at-arms, to abide the further order of the 
House. [And so remained in custody till the adjourn 
ment of the Legislature. } 














The following account of the festival is taken from 
Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser, of April 23. 


GRAND JUBILEE. 


Yesterday forms an era in the history of our Federal 
Republic. It wasa free celebration by freemen, who 
are no man’s men,” and most emphatically it may be 
said to have been worthy of the party, worthy of the 
county of Philadelphia, and worthy of the guests who 
were invited to partake. 

The expenses were defrayed by voluntary subscrip- 
tion from all classes; many subscribed sums varying 
from one hundred to five dollars. 

The committee of Arrangement had been particu- 
larly attentive to their arduous duties, and as a speci- 
men of their provident care they had on the ground, 
at an early hour, in addition to the whole hecatombs 
of etceteras; two hundred rounds of beef, three or 
four hundred hams, the same number of beeve’s 
tongues, fifteen thousand loaves of bread, eighty bar- 
rels of beer and ale, several quarter casks of wine, 
thirty barrels of cider, and six hundred pounds of 
cheese, the other arrangements corresponded in boun- 
ty and extent. 

The following gentlemen composed the Committee 
of Arrargement, and to them we are indebted for 
much of the satisfaction experienced. 


Bela Badger, J. B. M‘Keever, 
Tobias Huber, E. Childs, 

Peter Parker, J. Scholefield, 
Andrew M. Jones, John S. Warner, 
Jonathan Johnson, Juhn Savage, Jr. 
Thomas S. Richards, N. C. Foster, 
James Hana, P. Revoudt, 
Geo. W. Jones, D. Fitler, 

Jos. W. Ryers, J. M. Bolton, 
Wm. Fitler, Peter Deal, 
Adam Woelpper, | Michael Day, 
Geo. W. Little, } Geo. Day, 
Joseph Smith, | James M. Moore. 
J. W. Wynkoop, 


JOHN SERGEANT, Esq. was the President of the 
day, assisted by the following: 


Josiah Randall, 
Henry Sailor, 

David Winebrenner, 
Hugh Hollingshead, 
Wm. Wagner, 
Benjamin Nagle, 
John L. Ferguson, 
David Landreth, 
Isaac Williams, 
David Woelpper, 
Saml, C. Spackman, Henry Remmey, 
Jacob Engleman, Josbua Ripka. 


The People were in motion long before the appoint- 
ed hour, and by one o’clock, with the exception of 
those who were stationed on the wharf to welcome our 

ests from New York, the city was pretty thoroughly 

eserted. 

The stores were very generally closed, as an evi- 
dence of the gloom brought upon business by the deso- 
lating blight of Jacksonism, and a stranger would have 
thought it was Sunday, and all the people at Church, 
praying for deliverance from a pestilence! They were 
devoutly engaged in showing their abhorrence of a 
moral pestilence, and congratulating each other upon 
the prospect of being ere long delivered from its dele- 
terious effects. 

The hour appointed for the Jubilee was at half past 
two o’clock, but long before that time the enormous 
space allotted began to fill, and streams of people liter- 
ally poured in for several hours. At the hour when 
the committee was expected a large concourse of citi- 
zens (two or three thousand) had assembled on Ches- 


John Fox, 

Thomas Shallcross, 
J. Walton, 
Franklin Comly, 
Paul Prevost, 

C. Megarge, 
Samuel Brick, 
Col. Robert Carr, 
George Hofiner, 
Peter Diehl, Jr. 
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nut street wharf, in anxious expectation of the boat 
which arrived at 25 minutes past one, presenting the 
appearance of a dense mass of heads, over which float- 
ed gaily in the breeze the banner of the carmen of New 
York, and other flags appropriate to the occasion. A 
salute was fired from the boat on approaching the wharf, 
which was answered by thundering shouts of applause. 
Nine cheers were given and returned; and a double 
line of citizens was formed, extending from the boat 
to Second street, through which those whom the whigs 
delighted to honour, preceded by two marshals on 
horseback, advanced on the route. The citizens form- 
ed in the rear, and the whole marched to the scene of 
the celebration. 

The ficld is a parallelogram containing at least twen- 
ty acres; in the centre a mast was planted, adorned 
with thirty-five different flags, streaming in the wind. 
Under it was the grand provision depot, containing a 
display of eatables sufficient for an army. This space 
presented an extraordinary spectacle; it was forty feet 
square, and guarded by about one hundred waiters. 
Tables were interspersed through the lot in every di- 
rection, each well furnished; and at each one or more 
barrels of beer were placed. 

Between this and the great stage were two elevated 
places for the Philadelphian and Johnsow’s Bands, who, 
ever and anon, vied with each other in sending forth 
strains of well known and patriotic music. These 
stagings soon became too heavily loaded, and one of 
them gave way, but without injuring any one. 

The stagir.g for the reception of the New York dele- 
gation was calculated to contain several hundreds, 

About two o’clock the ship Constitution was hail- 
ed, and when she made her entry into the yard, she 
was greeted with loud and reiterated cheers. The 
Constitution is a neat little vessel, painted black, with 
a white stripe, on which appears her name; she was 
fully rigged and mounted with brass ordnance, witha 
handsome ornament on the stern exhibiting the para- 
pharnalia of war, the American flag, &c. In the cen- 
tre of these emblems was a head of one of the heroes of 
the Revolution. She distributed tothe crowd the song 
of **Hail Columbia,” which we here insert, as it formed 
a most appropriate ode for the occasion: 


HAIL COLUMBIA. 


Hail Columbia! happy land! 
Hail ye heroes! heav’n born band! 

Who fought and bled in freedum’s cause— 

Who fought and bled in freedom’s cause; 
And when the storm of war was gone, 
Enjoyed the peace your valor won, 

Let independence be our boast— 

Ever mindful what it cost; 

Ever grateful for the prize, 

Let its altar reach the skies, 


Firm united let us be, 
Rallying round our liberty— 
As a band of brothers joined, 
Peace and safety we shall Jind. 


Immortal patriots! rise once more; 

Defend your rights, detend your shore; 
Let no rude tue with impious hand— 
Let no rude foe with impious hand; 

Invade the shrine where sacred lies, 

Of toil and blood the well earned prize. 
While offering peace sincere and just, 
In heav’n we place a manly trust; 
That truth and justice will prevail, 
And every scheme of bondage fail. 


Firm united let us be, 
Rallying round our liberty— 
As a band of brothers join’d, 
Peace and safety we shall find. 


gee MRE! c 
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Sound, sound the trump of fame— 
Let Wasaineron’s great name, 
Ring through the world with loud applause— 
Ring through the world with loud applause. 
J.et every clime to freedom dear, 
Listen witha joyful ear— 
With equal skill and god-like power. 
He govern’d in the fearful hour 
Of horrid war, and rul’d with ease 
The happier times of honest peace. 


Firm united let us be, 
Rallying round our liberty-— 
As a band of brothers join’d 
Peace and safety we shall find. 


At half past two the New York delegation arrived. | 
On passing Broad street salutes were fired, and the same | 
ceremony was gone through as they crossed the Perma- 
nent Bridge from the ship Star, decorated with numer- 
ous flags, and anchored in the stream. The delevation 
preceded by their flag were received by the Committee 
of Arrangement, and conducted round to see the pre- 
parations and partake of refreshments. 


Returning to the staging, Mr. Sergeant, President of 
the Day, opened the meeting by delivering a short but 
pertinent address, welcoming the Whigs of New York, 
and congratulating them on their recent victory over 
tyranny, usurpation, and despotism. He was loudly 
cheered by a mass of people, such as has never been 
before collected in this city. 


Mr. Allman, Chairman of the New York Delegation, 
replied in a most happy speech, in which he depicted 








GRAND JUBILEE. 


| bears its name. 


283 








safe-guard of our liberties; without it, freedom is but 
a name, and the law of our country but a dead letter. 
6. The grand Jackson Experiment. It has blown up 
its authors sky high! sky high! 
7. The indignation of a free and independent 
people—Harder to bear then ten Spanish inquisitions. 
8. The late majority in the House of Representatives 
—Their schoo] master is abroad; let them learn a les- 


| son of duty to their country, or expect to feel a birch 


and ferule of public reprobation. 


9. The little Whig Frigate ‘‘Constitution”’—The 
obedient Tory strives to batter down every thing that 
“Like master, like man.” 


10. Mechanics and Manufacturers—Forced from 
their employment by misrule and oppression, they be- 
come party me from virtuous necessity; the Republic 
is safe when THEY go to work, 

11. The recent Protest—Stale pretensions and sup- 
pliant pleading at their last grasp; the opponents of its 


alledged author hail in it a wholesome strength to their 
cause. 


12. Borrowed Capital—‘‘All who depend on borrow. 
ed capital ought to break!” Witness THE GENERAL 
POST OFFICE! ! 

13. American Matrons and their Daughters—Quick 


to sustain a good cause, and sure to reward its triumph 
with their smiles. 


James C. Biddle, succeeded Mr. Randall; there was 
then a unanimous call for James Watson Webb, Editor 
of the New York Courier and Enguirer, who had been 


the difficulties the Whigs had to contend against in an | descried among the delegation from that city. He came 


army of officers of the Government, officers of the | 
State, and officers of the city, joined even by Mem- | 
bers of the Legislature, who left their appropriate 

scene of action, and descended to drilling the party in 

the city of New York. Evena member of Congress, 

said Mr. A. left Washington, and was seen lurking in | 
lanes and alleys to purchase votes. Mr. Allman made | 
some very happy hits, which were echoed far and near | 
by the responses of thousands of freemen: 


Mr. Randall next addressed the meeting;—he said | 
that the evidence of a great change in the political | 
character of the people was before him—he wanted | 
no better; great changes were always rapid, and such 
was the one now in progress. The present meeting to 
congratulate our honoured guests would be followed by 
others every where, till it would be as difficult to find a 
Jackson man in the whole union, as it was in this vast } 
and respectable assemblage. 


During this speech-making, dinner was served up, 
but the crowd was so great that very little provision 
reached the tables; it was good humouredly distribut- 
ed however, by casting it among the crowds, the beer 
was tapped, the wine sangareed, and all seemed to re- 
lish the fare. Very many thousands of course could 
not come within the sound of the voice of the orators, 


and they employed themselves in distributing the viands. 
The following are the 


REGULAR TOASTS. 


1, The Whigs of New York. They have achieved a 
noble victory, and wrested a tower of strength from the 
foe; they struck the first blow for our second emanci- 
pation. Let it be long remembered, when the shouts 
of triumph shall be borne on every gale. 

2. The United States. Let no man ‘‘calculate the | 
value” of the Union; numbers cannot reach it; and may 
he perish who would remove a stone from the arch, ce. 
mented by the blood of our forefathers. 

3. The memory of the ONLY WASHINGTON. 

4. The Senate of the United States. A barrier of 
intellect and fearless energy, interposed between the 
Constitution and Executive Usurpation. 

5. The Supreme Court of the United States, 


The 


forward promptly, and delivered a very neat, though 
brief speech, in which he eulegized our fair city, its 
founder, and his followers, and ended with proposing 
nine cheers for the Whig party of the United States.” 
This met a cordial welcome, and the air rang with reit- 
erated vociferations. Mr. Webb isa ready and agreea- 
ble speaker. 


David Paul Brown was now called for, and was pre- 
pared with some good things. He said we were now 
assembled at a political Barbecue; a barbecue according 
to the great lexicographer, Samuel Johnson, is a feast 
for BROILING A WHOLE HoG—not that this was for broil- 
ing, for he hoped there would be no broils on the occa- 
sion, and he would take the liberty to suit the definition 
to our present circumstances, and we would call ita 
barbecue for roasting a whole hog! and by way of do- 
ing his mite, he would give it a little touch of the 
Brown—he must leave it to his fellow citizens to spit it 
and baste it, and he was happy to see honest hands pre- 
sent who could do all this without the aid of the Kitchen 
Cabinet. He asked if there was asingle Jackson man 
in this vast assemblage? No—No—No—was answered 
with one voice. If there is, said Mr. Brown, let him 


abjure his name, for he has already renounced his 
country! 


Mr. Brown having concluded his piquant allusions, 
Mr. Sergeant moved that the company now adjourn 
with nine cheers for the Whigs of New York! This was 
given with hearty enthusiasm. It was then moved that 
the company escort the New York delegation to their 
quarters. This was done, and the vast multitude sepa- 
rated peaceably; there was but one sentiment among 
them; they were unanimous that usurpation must be 
put down; if it is not, we shall soon descend to a level 
with the unstable republics of South America, ruled 
by every military despot who can muster a handful of 
trowps. 

Of the number of persons present on this memorable 
occasion, it would perhaps be useless to hazard a conjec- 
ture. ‘he lowest estimate we have heard was forty thou. 
sand, in the opinion of others who are experienced in 


such matters, there was a muci larger number on the 
ground. 
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EASTERN PENITENTIARY. 
Report upon the Eastern Penitentiary, House of Refuge, 
and Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. 
Read, March 18, 1834, 


Mr. Wallace, from the committee appointed by a re- 
svlution of this House, passed on the 20th December 
last, to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a 
fund for manufacturing purposes in the penitentiaries, 
and for that purpose to visit the eastern penitentiary, 
and also to visit and inquire into the state and situation 
of the house of refuge, and the Pennsvlvania institu- 
tion for the deafand dumb, made the following report: 

That in obedience to the duties assigned to them, they 
visited each of those institutions. Their observations 
severally are subjoined :— 

1. The Penitentiary.—The committee inspected its 
different departments, entered many of the cel!s, exam- 
ined the different articles of manufacture both in pro- 

and as completed; conversed with the prisoners, 
and examined the books of accounts. One of the first | 
impressions made upon the committee, was that of sur- 
i that so great a number of men, most of whose lives 
ad been spent in profligacy and vice, should so soon 
be brought into habits of subordination, regularity and | 
industry. The ordinary expectation would also be, that 
manufacturing ar mechanical works cairied on by men 
of such lives as there, now for the first time sit to work 
at occupations of which they were previcusly entirely 
ignorant, must eventuate in much loss to the establish- 
ment. It will be seen, however, that such has not 
hitherto been the case, and that if certain disadvantages 
which will presently be alluded to, shall be removed, 
there will probably be no loss hereafter. ‘The commit- 
tee are gratified in stating, that the good order, the | 
system, and general economy of the whole establish- | 
ment warrants the praise bestowed upon the institution, | 
and its officers, by the governor in his message to the 
Legislature at the opening of the session. The com- 
monwealth owes much to the inspectors of the prison 
who have devoted so much of their time and talents 
gratuitously, to the organizing and arranging of the | 
aystem, and to the constantly visiting and inspecting of 
its operation. It has also been exceedingly happy in 
engaging the services of the present warden who seems | 
made for the situation, possessing accurate knowledge 
of men, with a peculiar talent for governing them, uni- } 
ting decision and firmness of execution, with coolness | 
and self-command. 

The prisoners in general are healthy, are provided | 
with all the necessaries of life, most of them are content- 
ed, but few complain, and some admit that they are im- 
proved both mentally and physically. 

The inspection of the manufacturing department was | 
more immediately the object of the eommittee and to it | 
their attention was particularly directed. Its arrange- 
ments are excellent, and its practical effects cannot but 
be advantageous to the state, and to the unhappy ob- 
jects of its care. The accompanying document will | 
show a statement of the accounts of this department 
from its beginning to the Ist January 1834, 
with the number = peteoners, and how they were em- { 
ployed, But this department labors under some difti- | 
culties, which ought to be removed, and which if remov- 
ed, would more than defray the cost of doing it. No 
fund being established for purchasing the raw material, | 
which is to be manufactured, it must be bought on 
credit; and of course on terms less advantageous, than if 
for cash. To meet the payments for the raw materia! 
when they become due, the manufactured articles must 
be placed in the hands of a commission merchant, who 
must wogeanty advance money upon them, and some- 
times sel] them to disadvantage. A reference to the 
statement above alluded to, will show that the items of 
commission, guarantee, interest, insurance, freight, &c., 
have amounted to thirty-three hundred, seventy-nine 
dollars and ten cents, nearly, if not quite all of which it | 
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is believed might have been saved, if a capital of ten or 
fifteen thoussnd dollars had been appropriated to this 
object, and which if so saved, would have increased 
the balance in favor of the manufacturing department 
toa handsome amount. During the years 1850, 1851, 
and 1832, there was a gainon the manufacture. During 
the year 1835, there wasa loss, owing to the deprecia- 
tion of the price of other goods. If the same prices 
continue, the same results may be expected, unless by 
giving the institution a small capital, you enable it to 
operate to more advantage. The loss during the last 
year was by no means equal to the amount of commis- 
sions, interest, &c., and with the aid of the capital 
proposed, it is believed, that the institution will be ena- 
bled at least to support itself, and thus to relieve the 
different counties of the state from what has been an op- 
pressive, and perhaps an unjust burden on them, viz: 
the maintenance of their respective convicts. The com- 
mittee recommend that an act be passed, appropriating 
ten thousand dollars to this purpose, and they report a 
bill accord'ngly. 

Although, not immediately within the scope of their 
appointment, the committee cannot but ask the atten- 
tion of the House to a subject of much importance to 
the institution, viz: the providing of regular religious 
instruction for the convicts; a person properly qualified, 
who should devote his whole time to the subject; who 
should regularly visit the prisoners in their cells, with a 
view to their religious instruction; and, perhaps, also in 
some instances, to assist them in the rudiments of school 
learning, could not fail to be useful. The attention of 
the Legislature has been frequently called to the sub- 
ject by the inspectors in their annual reports. (See 
reports, particularly that of January 1, 1831—2, jour: 
nals of 1830—31, page 71, sig. A.) The act of 20th 
April 1829, imposes upon the inspectors the obligations 
of procuring a suitable religious instructor for the pris- 
oners, and prescribes the duty of that instructor, but 
requires his services to be gratuitous. This requisition 
rendersit impossible for the inspectors to discharge the 
duty imposed on them, and ought to be repealed. The 
committee in the bill reported by them, have added a 
section to that effect. 

The visiting of the convicts by grand juries, having 
been found injurious, it was intended, by the 5th section 
of the act of 27th February, 1833, to dispense with it; 
But, by an unintentional omission, it did not apply to 
the grand juries of the cities of Philadelphia and Pitts. 
burg. A section is added to the bill now reported, 
to supply the omission. 

2. The House of Refuge. —Too much can hardly be 
said in commendation of the object of this institution, 
or of the manner in which it isconducted. The clean- 
liness, the order, the systematic arrangement, the regus 
lar and industrious habits which prevail there, are as 
complete as can probably be effected by human means, 
When we consider that, were it not for this institution, 
nine out of ten of its inmates would probably be confirm= 
ed in vice and become the subjects of the penitentiary; 
and that, by means of this institution, the provident 
care it bestows, the discipline it exercises, the instruc- 
tion it gives, the habits it induces, and the situation in 
which it usually places them when leaving it, its sub- 
jects frequently become useful members of society,—its 
value may be appreciated. The managers are entitled 
to the gratitude of the community, for the services they 
gratuitously bestow upon it. The officers of every 
kind connected with it, so far as the committee could 
judge, discharge their duties with fidelity and ability. 
The documents hereto annexed, marked C. D. E., ex- 
hibit a view of the details of the institution: 

3. The Institution for the Deaf and Dumb.—Of this 
delightful institution, itis difficult to speak, or even to 
think, without emotion, ‘lhat a class of human beings, 
who, by the providence of God, seemed placed ina 
state but little higher than the brutes, should be raised 
to acondition ‘* but little lower than the angels;” that 
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they who, in their original condition, had not even the oe roma of the school commences, and the various duties of 
idea of the being of a God, and seemed incapable of ac- | He Cay follow, as mentioned in the table. At 8 o'clock atnight 
a oF Ul ; ‘ fully |# line is formed in the school room, and they proceed in ord 
quiring it, or any abstract notion, should become fully | vita the yard, and from thence to their doviuaérion Sil i 
instructed in the knowledge of their Creator, and of required at all times, except when they are permitted pricy actos 
their duties to him and to their fellow men; that they | themselves in the yard. 
who seemed to have no other consciousness than that of} The average working hours are about eight, but each boy has 
mere animal existence, and no other expectation than | atask, and when that is completed he is permitted to amuse 
the gratification of animal appetites as they should a - the —_ a -— are rt tern gain from a 
ee: “7 a condition in which they are alf hour to two hours in a day. Ifany one chooses to continue 
oe seer be pares. _ Saal ecaataneds wad his work after his task is completed, a fair compensation is al- 
pable of enjoying ‘ , : 5 lowed for his extra services, which is given him when he leaves 
the blessings of religion;” in which they have set before | the institution. 
them the ‘* means of grace,” and have opened to them| Whena boy is received a sketch of h’s life is taken by the su- 
** the hope of glory;” is a transformation which seems | perintendent and the rules of the institution are explained to him 
above human means. Yet such is the effect of the in-| as far as is necessary for the regulation of his conduct. He is 
struction of this institution. Certainly the bounty of the then eaped. fs,ckee No. 4, and a badge is given him to designate 
commonwealth and the liberality of individuals, have cher claamiaaid we We dunes the inte nom ot some 
; > c 3 ‘ ° ; is conduct 
never been better bestowed than in founding, endowing is good, he 1s promoted to class to 3, andso on to No. I: no 
and supporting this Scans, At the a promotion being made oftener than once ina week. If he can 
committee visited it, there were eighty-seven pupils nj get the badge No. 1, and can keep it three months, he is th 
it. They were healthy, and apparently happy. The promoted to the class of honor, which is designated by ietete 
manufacturing and mechanical department appeared to of a different kind, and is divided into three grades. If he con- 
be well arranged, and the articles manufactured to be Menenre Se Sas . waner one a he nh Coad to the 
. . oo 5 , | se grade, a if he continues three montis in that class, he 
as good as in a weliregulated manufactory. The whole] ;. .-omoted to the first or hiahest grade. T , 
establishment seems to be as well conductedas judg . : first or highest grade. ‘Thus, by a course of 
ment, skill and attention can insure it to be; and to be 
roducing all the good which the benevolence of its 
ounders and present managers could wish. 


continued good conduct, he can arrive at the highest grade in 

about seven months from the time of his admission. But if, dur- 

ing this period, he commits any fault worthy of notice, he is not 

permitted to be on the list of weekly promotions, or is reduced 

The committee visited some other establishments in - nay pot mane y temper Lye Bo. my gio ae 

Philadelphia; but as these were not designated as ob-| according to their respective merits, which anebhowe by thar 

jects of their attention, they do not report upon them. , 

Visitations such as that made by this committee, cannot 
but be beneficial. They tend to make members from 
distant parts of the commonwealth better acquainted 

than they otherwise would be, with an important section 





















































badges and the time which they have been in their respective 

classes. ‘The rewards consist generally of cakes and fruit 

Those who make the greatest progress in school, are rewarded 

with books, without reference to their standing in the merit 

classes. This system precludes, to a very great degree, the 

. . : necessity of punishment , 

of the State; to do away jealousies and misapprehen- 
sions; to make known the value and importance of the 
State institutions, and thereby extend their use; and 
they may be beneficial to the institutions themselves, by 
operating as an excitement to good management, and a 

correction of the want of it, 


ARRANGEMENT OF TIME AT THE HOUSE OF 
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Fifteen minutes before the time for uniocking in the morning, 
a bell is rung to awake the inmates, during the fifteen minutes 
they dress, and make their beds, and at the time appointed pre- 
cisely, the strietest punctuality being enjoined upon every per- 
son employed in the institution, the bell is again rung, at which 
every boy steps out of his room, and a line is at once formed, in 
which order they 0 into the yard, and from thence to the wash- 
room. After washing they proceed to the school room, where 
the services of the day are commenced by reading the scriptures 
and prayer, At the expiration of a half hour after unlocking, 






The girls are managed in a similar manner, except in some 
particulars of minor importance. 

(for statistical information see fifth annual report.) 

It may be proper to remark that many of those of whem an 
unfavorable account is given, have been evidently improved b 
the instruction and discipline of the institution when demnaien 
with their previous character, but not to such a degree that we 
can speak very favourably of them. A great proportion of 
those who are not doing well are among the oldest subjects 

since the date of the Jast report forty-two boys and twelve 
girls have been received—and forty-seven boys and twelve 
girls have been indentured. 

(For interesting cases and letters see fifth annual report.) 


To the Board of Inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary for rhe 
State of Pennsylvania. 

ResPecTEeD Frignps:—By a request from your board of 
December 7, 1833, I have carefully examined the accounts of 
the cotton manufacturing department, and as connected there- 
with, also, the stock on hand January 1, both manufactured 
and in preparation for manufacturing. The valuation thereto 
attached appears fairly made out, at as low a rate as such ac- 
counts generally are. | 
_ The accompanying general statement of this account, from 
its first commencement to this time, as made out by your clerk 
John 8. Halloway, comprises all that is necessary for me to 
state on this subject, and the result appears to be quite as satis- 
factory as could be possibly anticipated from the difficulties 
always to be encountered in commencing an undertaking of 
this kind in such an institution. ie 

I did not enter minutely into every entry, to examine each 
particular, but on reference to many of the leading entiien ia 
each year, I found the items fairly, justly, and I believe cor 
rectly charged, further it would only have been a waste of time 
to have gone into them, and the result could and would on! 
be what it now is. The young man having the care of the 4 
counts, seems thoroughly to understand them, and appears well 
deserving the confidence, from the neat and correct manner j 
which his books &c. are kept. ee 

I should hardly be doing justice to my feelings, without ex- 
pressing the gratification I have experienced in finding the d 
partment ofcotton manufacture in this very valuable institation, 
conducted with so much judgment, neatness, and Gcéboae, 
under the superintendence of Richard Blundia, and I feel a 
sured by a continuation of the present system, it will be beet 
not only to pay its way, but yield a fair remuneration, mo 
especially, should the Legislature grant you a capital for ** oe 

nufacturing purposes,” when I believe you could inteeduce 
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more economical manner of making purchases of cotton yarn, 
by obtaining it direct from the spinner, who will not only be 
willlng to allow the four months credit, but take off from the 
foot of the bill the five per cent. commission he allows the city 
agent. The goods made by the institution are becoming well 
and favorahly known, after supplying this market yourselves, 
or by an agent in the city, you would find an auction house in 
New York, enabled to dispose of the residue at the proper sea- 
son for business, and perhaps at less expense than any other 
way, the charges there being very moderate. 

Very respectfully, your friend, 


JOEL CADBURY. 
Philadelphia, Ist month 25, 1834. 
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Manufactures, Eastern State Penitentiary, from com- 
mencement to December 31, 1833. 


Recapitulation. 


Du. Cr, 
To yarn and materials, weav- 
ing department, $23,632 45 
To leather and findings, cord- 
waining department, 
To convicts’ labor, 
To commissions and guaran- 
tee, 1,836 79 
To wages, superintendent,dye- 


11,814 83 
15,572 95 
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Weaving Account, Eastern State Penitentiary, from| ing department,spooling,&c. 1,264 22 és 
December 15, 1829, to December 31, 1833. To interest, 982 63 x 
To insurances,freight, porter- 
Dr. Cr. ages, &c. 559 68 
To cost of cotton, yarn, &c. $19,770 48 By sales on commission, viz: 
do. Wool and dres- per G. W. Rich- 
sing, &c. 965 61 ards & Co. 29,761 93 
do. Convicts’ labour, 10,933 74 ** sundry per- 
do. Dye stuffs, 3,596 36 am 2,965 08 
do. Commissionsand : 7 32,727 01 
guarantee, 1,666 31 By sales to sundries, : 13,036 63 ; 
do. Wages, superin- Ry goods furnished peniten- 
tendent, dye- tiary weaving department, 2,459 41 
ing department, By goods furnished peniten- 
spooling, &c. 1,264 22 tiary cordwaining depart- 
do, _Int’st on yarn,&c, 924 41 men 702 84 
do. _Insur’e, freight, By stocks as valued, Dec. 31, | 
porterages,&c. 548 39 1833, : Rares : 
Commission sales, as follows. To Balance, Gain on manu- . q 
Per G. W. Richards, factures, 1,487 15 ‘ 
& Co. 25,837 95 r iataee ae : 
** Browns & Lewis, 1,056 18 $57,100 70 $57,100 70 ; 
“ : _—— SEE | = 
Sh —_ 750 42 There were in the penitentiary on the Ist of Janua- 2 
** Joseph Ripka 681 06 ry, 1833, ninety-seven prisoners, since that period we : 4 
“ Tiffany & a have received seventy-seven, discharged by expiration | & 
& Co. 244 49 of sentence seventeen, by pardon two, and one has ‘ 
“ Wm. Tiffany & Co. 232 93 died, leaving on the 31st of December, 1833, one hun- ‘ 
7 $28,303 03| dred and fifty-two males, and two females. There are q 
By sales to sundry persons, "979 65|employed at weaving thirty-eight, warping, dyeing, * 
By sales for cash, 549 78 spooling, winding, &c. (in the cotton department) | = 
By goods furnished peniten- twenty-one, shoemaking fifty-two, carpenters five, one | = 
tiary, 2.459 41 | cabinet maker, five blacksmiths, one wheelright, one : 
By stock as valued Dec. 31 : tinman, one stone cutter, one cook, two at washing | a 
1833 , 6.635 93/ Clothes, oneat quilting bed covers, one apothecary,one 3 
hy Sa a : cigar maker, five making and mending clothes, nine 
account 351 33 wool pickers, and nine idle, several of whom had just 
, RES ED ____|come in. Only seven of the shoemakers and ten of the 
$39,320 85 $39,320 85] Weavers understood these trades when admitted. a 
Manufactures from December 1, 1832 to December : 
om 31, 1833. £ 
* Dr. Cr. 3 
Cordwaining Account, from March 31, 1830, to De | Weaving. + 
cember 31, 1833, Stock as valued Nov. # 
30, 1832, $10,521 52 4 
Dr. Cr. Materials, &c, since “€ 
To bills of Leather,findings, $11,814 83 purchased, 7,459 08 ¢ 
do, Convicts’ labour, 4,639 21 Allowed convicts for = 
do. Commissions and labour, 5,670 82 ; 
guarantee, 170 48 Wages paid superin- ; 
do. Interest, 58 22 intendent, dyeing § 
do. Porterages, &c. 1i 29 department, 282 50 3 
By sales to sundry persons, 11,614 20| Wages paid, spool- 7 
By “ per G W.Richards & Co. 3,925 98] ing, &e. 77 39 : 
** shoes and repairs for con- 22,011 31 § 
victs, 702 84) By sales, 14,039 08 3 
** Stock as valued, Dec, 31, By stock, as va- hs 
1833, 1,538 83; lued Dec. 31, ie 
To balance. Gain on this 1833, 6,635 98 2 
account, 1,084 82 openness 20,675 06 i 
———-—— | By balance, loss on the acc. 1,336 25 Fé 





$17,779 85 $17,779 85 





$22,011 31 $22,011 31 
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Cordwaining. 
Stock as valued, Nov. 

30, 1832, 406 26 
Materials, &c, pur- 

chased since, §,333 73 
Allowed convicts for 

labour, 2,241 58 

—— _ 7,981 57 

By sales, 7,596 85 
By stock as va- 

lued Dec. 31, 

1833, 1,538 23 





haben 9,135 08 
To balance for gain on this ac- 


count, 1,153 51 





$9,135 08 $9,135 08 








Loss on weaving, 1,336 25 
Gain on cordwaining, 1,153 51 


Total loss on manufct’, $182 74 


The loss sustained on the weaving account, may be 


mainly attributed to the depreciation in the price of 


cotton goods, of which the manufactured stock on the 
30th day of November 1832, was forty nine thousand 
four hundred and thirty-one yards of check, and six 
hundred and eighty-four yards plain stripe. The checks 
were valued at the prices obtained previous to that 
time, viz: Fifteen cents, when the actual nett proceeds 
of the sales have not averaged over thirteen cents per 
yard for checks, and eight cents for stripes, making a 
difference of two cents per yard. 

Fifty thousand one hundred and fifteen yards, at two 
cents upon each yard, ten thousand, two dollars and 
thirty cents. 

The account has also paid during the period, four 
hundred, three dollars and forty-seven cents for discount 
and interest. 


HOUSE OF REFUGE. 
Hovse or Reruee, January 6, 1854. 

Dear Sir:—The following are answers to the ques- 
tions contained in your note of yesterday. 

Ist. The cost of the ground and buildings was 
$83,381 81. 

2d. The institution was opened December 8th, 1828, 
on which day the first subject was received. 

3d. The number of subjects received since the open- 
ing of the institution is 431 boys and 158 girls. 

Ath the number discharged is as follows, viz: 


Boys. Girls. Total. 
By indenture, 296 43 339 
As improper subjects, 17 17 34 
Of age, 92 35 57 
Returned to their friends, 57 1l 68 
Sent to the Alms House, 6 1 7 
Sent to the Children’s Asylum, 2 0 2 
Returned to the New York Refuge, 
from which he had escaped, 1 0 1 
Escaped, 23 0 23 
Died, 4 0 4 
Remaining in the institution, 103s 51 154 


531 158 689 
Of those indentured, twenty four boys and five girls 
have not done well, and twenty seven boys and five 
= have left their places, but we have since received 
avorable accounts of eight of the boys and one of the 
girls. Of the remaining 19 boys and 4 girls we have re- 
ceived no cer‘ain information, but there is ground for the 
belief that some of them had good reasons for leaving 
their masters,many of those reported as doing well have 
been considerably improved in their habits and general 
character, but on the whole, their conduct has been 
such that we cannot speak very favourably of them. 
















5th. The boys are employed at shoemaking, book- 
binding, making brass nails, umbrella furniture, cane 
chair seats and bonnet reeds, The girls are employed 
at sewing, knitting, washing, &c. The clothing for 
for all the inmates is made by them. 

7th. The Library contains nearly sixteen hundred 
volumes. Many of the inmates are fond of reading. 
From fifty to one hundred apply weekly for books, 

8th. The average age ofthe boys admitted during 
the last year is about thirteen years and eleven months. 
Girls, fourteen years and four months. 

9th. The general health of the inmates is very good. 
It often happens that we make nouse of the Hospital 
for six monthsata time. Only four deaths have occur- 
red since the opening of the institution. Two by dys- 
entary, one by congestion of the brain, and one of in- 
flammation of the lungs. His disease was in an advanced 
stage when he was received, and he died in a few days. 

1ith.—The diet of the inmates is as follows, viz. 

Breakfast—Rye bread and coffee. 

Dinner—Beef, potatoes, soup and rye bread, and oc- 
casionally turnips, cabbage and beans. 

Supper—Mush or rice and molasses. 

On Friday they have codfish instead of beef and 
soup. On Sunday they have bread and molasses for 
dinner, and meat, potatoes and bread for supper. 

In winter they have mush generally five timesa 
week, and rice once. 

In summer they have rice three times, and mush 
twice. 

14th. Twelve and a half cents per day is the greatest 
sum which we have been able to obtain for the boys’ la- 
bor, and that only for the larger class. The greater 
part of the subjects are in the institution but little more 
than one year, and as it is generally some months before 
their labour is of any value, the amount of their earn- 
ings is necessarily small. The labur of the apprentices 
generally, is of but little value during the first year of 
their apprenticeship. 

The teacher is one of the most important officers in 
the institution; and his duties are arduous. It is neces- 
ry that he should have a competent education and ex- 
perience in the management of children. He should 
possess energy and self command sufficient to overawe 
the most determined character; but he should at all 
times be gentle, mild and conciliating in his intercourse 
with his pupils. He should be able to preserve order 
without severity,and to acquire the respect and esteem 
of his pupils at the same time. Itis extremely difficult 
to finda person possessing the milder qualities, who 
has the energy of character, which is requisite to en- 
force perfect obedience among such pupilsas he will 
here have under his care. His services are required 
in the boys’ school about four and a half hours, and in 
the girls’ school from two and a half to three hours each 
day. He will also be required to render some assistance 
in the capacity of clerk. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The Managers of the House of Refuge respectfully 
submit their annual report to the Legislature of the 
Commonwealth, 

They beg leave to present as a subject of sincere 
congratulation that the numbers of individuals received 
into the house during the last year have been smaller 
than usual. They also state with peculiar satisfaction 
that more have been bound out than heretofore during 
a similar period; and that the ages of those who have 
been admitted are less advanced than those of their 
predecessors. From all these circumstances combined, 
conclusions are drawn highly favorable to the system 
and to the particular establishment. General causes of 
improper conduct are not reduced. Vice and igno- 
rance exist; and crimes are the natural consequence 
of them. If fewer have been exhibited in the conduct 
of the young, the results may be imputed, partially at 
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least, to the good effects which have been produced | to the members of the Legislature. During*the early 


by a well organized House of Refuge. 


In the early | part of the year scarlet fever prevailed both in the 


stages of error individuals have been withdrawn by it | male and female side of the House, affecting many of 


from the sphere where they could most readily indulge | the inmates with great violence. 


in bad practices, and have been led into a better course | 


loid made its appearance in a few instances. 


Subsequently vario- 
In the 


of life. In removing the particular individual, the evil | autumnal months intermittent and remittent fevers at- 


example which he afforded is also deprived of its effect. | 
Confidence in the efficacy of the plan is daily gaining | 
strength. Throughout many parts of the country per- 
sons are now pursuing a course of honest industry, who 
were rescued from a career of idleness by the restraints | 
and influences of this place. 
The managers have become more and more convinced 
of the value and importance of education as a part of | 
their scheme. They are aware that the extent of in- | 
struction which can be given by them is necessarily | 
limited. But limited as it is, it affords a strong barrier | 
against the encroachments of vice. They sincercly | 
wish that the conduct of this very essential branch of | 
the establishment were more satisfactorily within their | 
control, leachers of proper qualifications are not al- | 
ways to be procured, at the comparatively humble sa- | 
laries to which we are necessarily confined. One of | 








the first objects to which a more enlarged endowment | 
would be devoted, would be the due encouragement | 
and reward of this meritorious class of individuals, | 
That portion of instruction which is derived through | 
the medium of the Sunday schools is upon the best | 
possible footing. Gratuitous services are rendered on | 
such occasions which at other times are of course not | 
to be expected. We have great reason indeed to be | 
thankful to the kind and generous individuals who per- | 
form the office of Sunday teachers, and to the clergy- | 
men who with unabated cheerfulness conduct the pub- | 
lic worship of the numerous household on that day. 

Employment is found and skill in handy work is ac- | 
quired in the regular and constant devotion of the boys | 
to the duties of the different workshops during the al- | 
lotted hours of the day. The same trades which here- | 
tofore have been the objects of attention are still con- } 
tinued, and will probably be hereafier pursued. The, 
higher branches of mechanical dexterity can scarcely | 
be hoped for. Our apprenticeships are necessarily | 
short: and it is not to be desired that their duration | 
should be prolonged. If habits of industry can be ac- | 
quired and fixed, and the rude elements of practical | 
knowledge be acquired, the principal ends we aim at | 
are attained. To this extent the occupations of the | 
boys unquestionably go. The best proof both of the | 
value of the habit and the sufficiency of the skill ac- | 
quired, is found in the satisfaction which has been | 
generally afforded to their employers by those who | 
commenced their course of employment here. 

No less than ninety persons have, within the last | 
year been received into families or places of resnecta- 


ble occupation abroad. When it is considered that | 


certainly a very large proportion of these individuals | 
would have continued outcasts but for the protection | 
extended to them by this House, the Legislature will 
be satisfied that its patronage has been well bestowed. 
Humanity rejoices that so many have been redeemed | 


from every species of wretchedness, and continued ex- | 
ertions and perseverance in the work of charitable po- | 
liey are invited and secured. 

‘The committee of your honorable bodies that visited | 
the establishment, enjoyed the opportunity of forming | 
the best and truest conclusions of the manner in which 
our labors are performed. They witnessed the opera- 
tion of a system now more than five years in active ex- 
ercise, and they can tell how well it has realized the 
expectations that were originally formed respecting it. 
They appeared to be gratified in the inspection which 
they were pleased to give: and they conferred pleasure 
by their visit and the interest they manifested in the 
establishment. 

A printed report for the contributors which was pre- 
pared in the month of May last, has been communicated | 


tacked;ysome of the boys. 


|of the year. 


We have cause of thankful- 
ness to Divine Providence that in so large a family but 
one death has occurred in the course of the year. This 
was sudden, having been occasioned by congestion of 
the brain. 

The Treasurer’s account, herewith exhibited, will 
show the amount of receipts and expenditures. The 
latter have been guarded with scrupulous economy. 
The former have been husbanded with never ceasing 
care. The report of the Superintendent will also fur- 
nish details to which the Managers beg respectfully to 
refer. 

The Managers do not deem it necessary to occupy 
the attention of the Legislature with a studied vindica- 
tion of the objects of the Institution. They have here- 
tofore availed themselves of different public opportu- 
nities to justify the efforts which they have made in 


| what they have never ceased to believe the cause of 


humanity and sound policy. As long as the system 
could be considered by the most fastidious a mere ex- 
periment it was perhaps necessary and certainly ex- 
cusable to reiterate arguments and proofs in its sup- 
port. This necessity has happily passed away. Good 
intentions have now been more than justified in their 
results and the Managers rely with entire confidence 
upon the practical demonstration which is every where 
to be found, of the wisdom which gave legislative 
sanction to the plan, and of the zeal and alacrity with 


| which it has been pursued and consummated, 


All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN SERGEANT, 
President of the House of Refuge. 
Attested, 

James J, Banctay, Sec. H. Ref. 
Jan. 1854. 





Quantity of rain which has fallen in each month of the 
present year. 


Ist mo. 2.49 inches. 
2d do. 2.22 do. 
3d do, 2.02 de. 
4th do, 2.83 do, 
Pennsylvania Hospital, 5th mo. Ist, 1834. 
Poulson, 





Smatt Pox.—We understand that this loathsome and 
dangerous disease is prevailing to some extent at Sun- 
bury, and that several deaths have occurred in conse- 
quence. One case of the same disease is said to be in 


this town;—all who have not had the small pox or kine 


pox had better be vaccinated without delay.—Blooms- 
burg Reg. 





Apnrit 29, 

Tar Weatrurr.—For several days past we have had 
very cold weather, and severe frost for this season 
On Friday it commenced snowing. — 
On Sunday morning snow fell briskly for nearly two 
hours, and left the ground covered. On Sundiuy 
morning another snow storm covered the ground. 
Fears are entertained that fruit is mostly destroyed.— 
Bloomsburg Register. 


There were also falls of of snow in this city about the 
same time. 





HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
A stated Quarterly Meeting of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, will be held at the Phitosoptrieal Hall 
over the Athenaeum, on Monday evening next, the 3th 
instant, at 8 o’clock. J. R. TYSON, Sec’ry. 
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